Running head: A NEW STAR		 1

A NEW STAR		 4












A New Star
Name:
University:


A New Star
	While many American teenagers are fascinated by American sports like the National Basketball Association (NBA), baseball, and American football, Jerry Strachan was fascinated by a sport that looks distant from America. His fascination was with soccer. Jerry was disappointed that while soccer competitions existed in America, they did not receive as much recognition from the media like other sports. He followed the Major League Soccer (MLS), the premier club soccer competition in the USA, and supported Los Angeles (LA) Galaxy Football Club (FC). Jerry’s grandparents were English; a possible explanation for his early exposure to soccer and fascination for the sport. 
	Owing to his early exposure to soccer, Jerry was an accomplished soccer player. He played in a midfield position. He often described himself as a deep-lying playmaker with immense energy and intelligence to play in a typical box-to-box role. He desired to play like his childhood hero – legendary Liverpool FC captain – Steven Gerrard. While playing for his high school team, he would choose jersey number 8 in honor of his hero. His PE teacher named him captain of the team; something which even added his adoration for the Liverpool FC legend. As he completed high school in 2015, he was mesmerized by the news that Steven Gerrard was leaving Liverpool FC and joining LA Galaxy FC. He wished for an opportunity to meet the legend. Most importantly, he wished to go on and play soccer at a professional level. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	However, one thing was certain to thwart his dreams. Despite exceptional performances by his high school soccer team, the team wouldn’t proceed much and wouldn’t receive as much attention as basketball or American football teams. Individually, his phenomenal and colossal performances would easily get forgotten. Unlike other sports, a successful career in soccer, was much more difficult to achieve. One needed patience and persistence to get noticed by a football club or any other organization which looked to nurture soccer talent. High school was a fertile ground for the identification of talent. Jerry felt that he had the adequate talent to succeed at the highest level. However, he was completing high school and no organization had recognized him yet. 
	Luckily for him, a sporting talent wasn’t his only exceptional quality. He was also good at classwork and passed well to join college. He was admitted to Pierce College in LA. While the college is known for nurturing sporting talent, the college has some level of negligence for soccer; a realization which compounded Jerry’s disappointment. Momentarily, he gave up on his dream of ever playing professional soccer or meeting Steven Gerrard. 
	In college, he met mates who loved soccer. They formed various teams and held small competitions within the college even without support or approval from the college. One summer afternoon, some LA Galaxy GC staff members were having a luncheon at Pierce College. They saw the boys playing soccer. The team’s lead scout was interested in watching the boys closely. He was impressed with Jerry’s technique. He invited Jerry for trails at LA Galaxy FC academy. Jerry was only 17 years at the time. 
	During the trials, Jerry impressed the coaches there with his technique. The coaches also realized that he learned tactical systems quickly was a good fit for the team. They offered him a youth contract; he signed it after consulting his parents. He impressed everyone at the youth level. 
	Within one month at the academy, he was captaining the under-18 side. The development coach even asked the senior team manager to have a look at him. The senior team manager was impressed. Towards the end of the season, Jerry was invited to train with the senior team. He was so emotional. At last, he wasn’t going to meet Steven Gerrard as a fan, he would train with the legend as a teammate the whole day. In the final game of the season, Jerry was handed his debut. It was a dream debut; he was partnering Steven Gerrard in midfield for LA Galaxy FC. A new soccer star had been born; Jerry Strachan was his name. 
